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46th. In 1531, the trade had increased so considerably, as
to give employment to upwards of two thousand five hundred
buiioek?, which arrived at Aeng between the preceding Octo-
ber and February of that year, not only from the adjacent
di-trieis of the Burmese empire, but from the Shan provinces
on the eastern bank of the Irawattee river; anc they com-
peted so effectually with the merchants who imported British
good* via Rangoon5 as to compel the latter to apply to the
court of Ava, for the imposition of a tax of 10 percent, upon
all foreign produce imported by this route, which up to that
period was not I believe levied. As we have however wisely
abstained from imitating so pernicious an example, the trade
still continues annually to augment in value and extent, and
as the relations between the two countries become more inti-
mate, mugt increase in an equal ratio.

47th. The principal articles at present imported from Ava,
and obtained from the hill tribes occupying different parts of
the Yooma mountains, are kuth, bees' wax, elephants'5 teeth,
Burman silk dhotees, lackered boxes, ponies, cotton and cot-
ton thread, and bullion. The return trade consists of British
piece goods, woollens, muslins, cutlery, beetul-nut, tobacco,
and cotton sold to the Mugs by the hill tribes, which the Shans
purchase in large quantities. The darogah of the thanna at
Aeng estimated the annual value of the export trade at five
lacks of rupees, and the imports, at three, leaving a balance in
favour of Arracan of about two lacks, which must be paid in
specie; but as the exportation of gold and silver from Ava is
positively prohibited, and the most rigid precautions are taken
to prevent it, so large a sum can hardly find its way by this
channel of intercourse. As no attempt, that I am aware of,
has ever been made to ascertain with any degree of accuracy,
the real value of the trade, this estimate cau of course be con-
sidered but a rough approximation to the truth, and though
given by a very intelligent native, most probably errs in ex-
cess, Even during the rains, when the more remote traders
are compelled to suspend operations, a very brisk trade in
l>eetul-nuts continues to be carried on with Aeng by the Bur-
malis of the Maplie and Maindoun districts, and in Septem-
l>er, I met parties laden with them, proceeding across the